Hicklin was doinant in
the Sports Car contests

Ashley Hicklin and Rod Birley each
took double victories at the final
UKcarrace meeting of the 2010s
atMallory Park on Boxing Day.

Hicklin had the honour of beingthe
verylast winner to passthe chequered
flagin the decade when his Radical SR3
came home almost a minute clearin
thesecond of the British Racingand
Sports Car Club-run Sports Carraces
afterlappingalmost five seconds per
lapfasterthan any other caron the
treacherously wet surface.

With the top 10 finishers reversed
from the earlier race, Hicklinin race
twohadtoscythe through from row
fivebut he took the lead from Steven
Barnard’s spaceframe Audi TT half-
way around the second lap. David
Porter’s SR3, which had started

Birley won both Saloon races

HICKLIN AND
FINAL WINN

alongside Hicklin’s car on thegrid,
Wwas expected toprovidea challenge
buteventually finished a lapped third,
ahead of Barnard and Caterham 310R
driver Jon Curry.

Gary Mitchell, however, was the only
other driver tofinish on the leadlapin
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Organiser: Sutton and Cheam MC/ CravenMC When: December 29

Where: Rushmoor Arena, Hampshire Stages:8 Starters: 46

Decidingtouseafull wet-weather set-up

on their Ford Fiesta RS WRC paid dividends

for Robert Swann and Steve McNulty as
“theyrévelledin the slippery conditions at

"Rushmoor. They set the fastest timeonall

eight stages to win by 42sfrom Richard

Weaver/Tim Sayer’s Mitsubishi LancerEs.
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gelled quickly with stand-in co-driver Sayer
and the duo chased Swann hardallday.
ASS6puncture after hittingaroadside
kerb caused only aminor delay asthey
heldontosecond throughoutthe rally.
Barnes/Paynter’s star performance .
combined consistent speed with mistake}ree
driving through the tight, twisty stages. Early
onthey battled for third with Dan Corner/
Mark Regan (Peugeot 205)and Christopher/
Anthony Newton (Vauxhall Nova). When
the Newtons retired with gearbox nrohloam o

his Global GT Light, in'spite of picking
up damage to his carin the firstpartof
therace. Therallycross driver—whowas
alsoracinghis Ford Pumain the Saloon
racesahead of itsappearancein the
Autosport International Live Action
Arena-passed Barnard aroundthe
outsideat Lake Esseson lapfive, only
toimmediately spin onto thegrass,
breakingthe front splitter.
Theearlier race was halted early
after Nicholas Smith had the
throttlestick open on his Caterham
Roadsport, resultingina headlong
collision with the tyre wall at
Gerard’s Bend. Hicklin, who
took thelead from Porter at the
startof the second lap, was
already comfortably clear,
with Mitchell a distant third.
The opening Saloon Car
encounter was also red-flagged
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Mitchell was only other drivy
on the lead lap in race two

after Julie Walford’s Renault Clio
stopped in an exposed positionatthe
exitof Gerard’s Bend. Unsurprisingly,
RodBirley-who claimed poleposition
by placinghis entry the earliest of
anyone-was well ahead of the
chasingpackin his Ford Escort WRC.
Adam Chamberlain (Vauxhall Astra
VXR)wasa strongsecond, up from row
sevenof thegrid, in spite of havinghad
afallow season, and used theeventas

' Preparation forareturn to Turbo Tin

Tops this season. He beat Simon
Ward-who showed him the ropes
around Mallory a couple of years
earlier—into third position.
Thesecondrace, with its partly-
reversed grid, wasa cracker. Having
madealate entry and started thefirst
raceflatlast, Oliver Barsby’s Honda
Civicled for almost eightlaps until
Birley—who started 10th— eventually

found a way through at Devil’s

Elbow. Simon Sheridan’s CivicTypeR
wassecond for alongtime, but was
eventually classified fifth after
Sheridan went straightonat

Shaw’s hairpin on lapeight.

Pickup Truck regular Ward was
amongthedriversto capitalise in his
Vauxhall Astra GTE, and hemoved into
second-ahead of Barsby-atthe hairpin
alaplater before slashing Birley’s
advantage, When Birley gotboxedin by
aslower Citroen C1 at the hairpin four
laps from home Ward pounced andled
briefly, but Birley turned upthewick
and blasted back aheadinto the Esses
onthenextlaptotake victory.

Barsby completed the podium,
while Chamberlain emerged from
amagnificent midfield scraptotake
fourthfrom Sheridan and Carl
Swan’s Citroen Saxo.
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